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PRESS RELEASE

11 December 2011
Lathams Appointed to Lead Options Appraisal for Hippodrome
Derby Hippodrome Restoration Trust has just appointed local architects Lathams to lead an options appraisal for the Derby Hippodrome.
The appraisal will consider all possible uses for the former theatre and assess which would be financially sustainable. The options appraisal is a necessary first step in the restoration of the Grade II listed building, which was partially demolished by the owner Christopher Anthony in March 2008.
Joan Travis, the chair of the Trust, said: “I welcome the appointment of Lathams and look forward to the outcome of the assessment. It is good to be taking a positive step towards securing the future of the building.”
Commenting on the fire that broke out in the building last month, Peter Steer, a director of the Trust and structural engineer, said: “The latest fire has done internal damage to the upper floors and decorations and burnt out the roof over the ‘front of house’ on Green Lane but the walls remain stable. If the findings of the options appraisal are favourable then the Trust will work to acquire the building and start the restoration.”
The findings of the options appraisal are due to be reported in the spring. The report will be made available to the city council and to fund providers.
Ends
Notes to editors

1. The Derby Hippodrome Restoration Trust was established in September 2010 with the aim of restoring the Derby Hippodrome.
2. The Hippodrome opened in 1914 as a variety theatre. It was then used as a cinema and bingo hall before being bought by the current owner in 2007.

3. For further information on the Hippodrome see www.derbyhippodrome.co.uk
4. For further details contact Joan Travis on 01332 557395.
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