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MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIR, 
JOAN TRAVIS 

 
am delighted to welcome you to our first 
edition of ñRestoration Newsò ï the 
newsletter for members of the DHRT. 

This inaugurates what I hope will be an 
exciting and rewarding journey towards 
restoring our ñsleeping princessò and giving 
back to Derby a theatre worthy of its 
inhabitants. 
 
First of all, a big thank you to all those who have 
expressed support for our cause and a big thank you 

to those who attended our first Annual General 

Meeting ï a full write up is included in this 

newsletter ï I think youôll agree it was a great 
success and reflected a useful start to our first year as 

a Registered Charity and Company.  

 
Over that time, I have been privileged to meet with 

many people sharing our passion for the heritage of 

Derby and the heritage of theatre, and keen to support 
our work to restore the Hippodrome to its former 

majesty!  

 

Iôm sure youôll recognise one high profile visitor, 
Penelope Keith, who supported the unanimous 

rejection by Derby City Council of a proposal to 

develop the Hippodrome site as a multi-storey car 
park. 

 

 

Whilst not much has happened to the structure of the 
building recently we have been very busy ñbehind the 

scenesò and this newsletter gives details of what has 

been going on.  Alongside campaigning, we have 
been involved in meetings with the council to gain 

their support and we have been in consultation with 

many organisations including the Theatres Trust, The 

Architectural Heritage Fund, English Heritage, the 
Arts Council, The Charity Commission and the 

Inland Revenue. 

 
We are now about to embark on our first major 

undertaking: the commissioning of an independent 

report on the possible future of the building ï a so-

called ñOptions Appraisalò; this is a vital ñfirst stepò 
towards our goal. 

Of course, we need financial support in order to 

proceed with any works, including this appraisal 
report.  And we will need help from you in terms of 

helping to run the Trust and, when we have access to 

the building, the early task of clearing the rubble out. 
This is a really exciting project ï  

 

LETôS GO FOR IT! 
 

I 

An artistôs impression of how the 

restored theatre could look. 

Joan Travis pictured last year with Penelope Keith, Theatres 

Trust Trustee, in front of the Derby Hippodrome 

(Photography by Roger Lawson) 

 

An artistôs impression of how the restored 

theatre could look. 
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DHRT NOW HAS A FREE TEXT 
MESSAGE SERVICE TO RAISE 

FUNDS 
 

he Derby Hippodrome Restoration 
Trust is amongst the first charities 
in the country to use its own, 

unique, personalised text code DHRT11 
to raise funds using JustTextGiving by 
Vodafone. 

This is a brand new, free, service for charities: it has 

no set up or fundraising costs for charities, no 

network charges for people making donations and 

every penny donated goes to charity.  Gift Aid can 
also be added to donations. 

 

Supporters of DHRT can now make donations of up 
to £10 by texting DHRT11 and either £1, £2, £3, £4, 

£5 or £10 to 70070 to make their donation. (e.g. 

DHRT11 £5) The text message is free and all of the 
donation will be passed to DHRT. 

 

Joan Travis said: ñThis is a wonderful way for us to 

raise money as itôs speedy, simple and spontaneous.  
Most people have a mobile phone these days so we 

expect this to be very popular with our supporters.ò 

 

ARE WE ONTO A WINNER? 
The story of the Options Appraisal 

 

e all know that Derby needs a 
good-sized theatre but the big 
question is whether that should 

be provided by restoration of the 
Hippodrome (costing a fair amount of 
money) or a new build (costing a lot 
more).  Having rejected the ownerôs 
application to turn the Hippodrome into a 
multi-storey car park, the Derby Council 

needs to decide what it is going to allow 
for the future of the building.   
The key to this is a document called an 
ñOptions Appraisalò. 
 
Such a document, properly researched, would 

investigate what the building could be used for, what 
it would cost to restore/convert it to such a use and 

whether, once finished, it could became a viable 

concern.  There are national guidelines on how such a 

study should be conducted so that the final document 
can be accepted as a valid appraisal by the local 

Council, fund providers, businesses, ourselves and all 

the other people who may be interested, including, of 
course, the owner of the building. 

 

Although we have nearly enough qualified people on 
the Board of the Trust to write such a document, we 

have to engage external professional consultants to 

ensure that the study is seen to be impartial: we might 

make the case for a theatre a bit more rosy than it 
merits! Following consultation with the Architectural 

Heritage Fund, we have invited seven architectural 

firms, all on an approved list for such work, to tender 
for the task of preparing and submitting such an 

appraisal to the Trust. The deadline for tenders is this 

month and we hope to be able to award the contract 

in November.  We would expect the final report to be 
available early in 2012.  

 

Such work costs money.  We are anticipating a grant 
from the Architectural Heritage Fund and from the 

City Council (they need this Appraisal, remember) 

but we are also attempting to raise another £10,000 
towards it. 

 

 This will be a crucial document: if it is negative then 

we, as the Derby Hippodrome Restoration Trust, will 
walk away from the building; however, we are very 

hopeful that it will have a generally positive outcome.  

If so, we would work with the Council to acquire the 
building, by Compulsory Purchase Order if 

necessary, and then proceed to raise more money and 

start the restoration. 

 

SOME FACTS AND FIGURES 
 

In September 2011, just one year after we 
were formally set up as a Registered 
Charity, DHRT had £525 in the bank, 
almost 50 full members, and over 600 
supporters. 
The Theatres Trust lists the Hippodrome 
as one of the top theatre buildings at risk 
in the UK.  
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ESTABLISHING THE TRUST 
The story so far 

By Tony Jaggers 

am delighted to report that last 
month the Trust was finally 
registered for Gift Aid; this means 
that any contribution from an income 

tax payer can now be augmented by 25% 
from HM Customs and Excise.  

The path to achieving this was inordinately lengthy, 

in most part due to bungling bureaucracy.  It all 

started very well with the original formation of the 

Derby Hippodrome Restoration Fund; we opened a 
bank account and then started to set ourselves up as a 

properly constituted organisation.  Because the word 

Trust in a company title has a special meaning in 
Company Law we first had to get permission to use 

this in our new title and we had to set ourselves up as 

a registered company.  All that went through the 

various institutional hoops like a dream. 

It was now December 2009 and our next task was to 

register as a Charity. 

The Officer appointed to look after our application 

did not accept that we were of a charitable nature.  

Arguments went to and fro until we finally spoke to a 
more senior officer at the Commission and this 

brought success in September 2010: a nine month 

slog! 

Being a Charity meant that we had to change our 

details at the Bank.  After a host of letters and 
personal visits to meet officers at the local branch our 

new account was finally opened on 4th April.  Just as 

we were doing this we appointed a new treasurer but 
the bank got its paperwork wrong and so she was not 

recognized for another 3 months. 

Now that we were a Charity and had a valid Bank 

Account we approached the final hurdle: registration 

for Gift Aid.   A month after sending in our 
application we had had no response so we sent a 

duplicate by registered post, requesting an 

acknowledgement of receipt.  Still no reply.  We 
phoned their help line, only to be informed, by a 

recorded message, that applications were taking 3 

months to process.  Whilst we waited, it transpired 
that a Parliamentary Committee was investigating the 

appalling mess that the Department was in, with 

letters being unanswered and horrendous delays in 

processing work.  Nevertheless, spot on 3 months 
after our initial application, the approval came 

through. 

 So we are now all set to push ahead on our mission 

to restore the Hippodrome 

KEY DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE 
HIPPODROME 

 

1914 Hippodrome opened with ñSeptember 

Mornò. 
1927 Bud Flanagan wrote ñUnderneath the 

Archesò whilst performing at the 

Hippodrome. 

1930 Opened as a cinema with ñSunny Side Upò. 
1950 Reopened for live performances. 

1959 Closed again after ñQueen of Heartsò 

pantomime. 
1962 Bought by Mecca and opened as a Bingo 

Hall. 

1996 Building registered as Grade II. 
2006 Planning Application to revert use to a 

Theatre granted by Derby City Council. 

2007 Bingo operation closed; bought by present 

owner. 
2008 Small fire in building. 

2008 ñRepairò activity by owner resulted in 

collapse of roof and partial demolition of 
auditorium wall.  City Council then obtained 

an injunction to prevent owner doing further 

work. 
2009 Planning applications submitted by owner to 

convert building into a car park and offices. 

2010 Derby Hippodrome Restoration Trust 

formed. 
2010 Owner in court for damaging a listed 

building: pleaded ñGuilty but did not mean to 

damage buildingò. 
2010 Planning Application for car park 

unanimously rejected by Derby Planning 

Committee. 

2010 Derby City Council carries out work to make 
roof safe 

2010 Penelope Keith visits Hippodrome to give 

support to restoration.  

 
 

I 

Derby City Councilôs emergency stabilising work in progress, 

October 2010.      

 Photo DHRT 
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WHO AND WHAT IS THE TRUST? 

 
bout two years ago a small group of 
people got together to discuss the 
possibility of restoring the Derby 
Hippodrome Theatre, despite the then 

recent damage caused by the owner.  After 
talking to many people, including the 
Theatres Trust and the Architectural Heritage 
Fund, we established the current Trust.  This 
is a formally constituted body, registered as 
a Company Limited by Guarantee and also 
registered as a Charity.  A copy of the 
Articles of the Company is included with this 
newsletter to all current members of the 
Trust. 
Our purpose is summarised in our Vision 
statement: 
To see the Derby Hippodrome restored as a theatre 

and making a major contribution to the cultural life of 
Derby. 

 

A Board of Directors and an Executive Committee 

run the organisation.  Members of the Board are Joan 
Travis, as Chairman, Peter Steer, Joe Aveline, Jane 

Temple and Tony Jaggers.  Patrick Kniveton was a 

Board Member but has, unfortunately, had to resign 
due to other commitments:  he has recently been 

elected as Vice President of the Institution of 

Mechanical Engineers and will, in 2013, become the 
President ï our congratulations to him on this 

exciting path of his professional career and we look 

forward to seeing him back with us some time in the 

future. 
 

Joan Travis has been a local Councillor and has a lot 

of experience and knowledge of the local 
Government scene; Peter Steer is an eminent, 

practising structural engineer with a wide experience, 

Joe Aveline has spent many years on the technical 
side of professional theatre, Jane Temple is a local 

activist with an enthusiasm for preserving historic 

buildings and Tony Jaggers, who was a Project 

Manager in a large local company, has spent many 
years in the local amateur drama field.  

 

In addition we have seven members on our Executive 
Committee: Mary Boocock is our Secretary, Yvonne 

Taylor our Treasurer, Chris Harris looks after the 

Newsletter, Facebook and our membership, Peter 

Billson a retired local architect with a long 
experience in conservation and buildings, Penny De 

Abreu is a local activist with an enthusiasm for 

preserving historic buildings, Paul Chadwick is a 
theatre enthusiast and theatrical newshound who also 

looks after the PO box, and Simon Hardy is our web-

master. 
 

 
We are currently looking to recruit more people onto 

the Executive to take on roles such as a Fund Raiser 

and a Membership Secretary. 

 

By Chris Harris 

ver seven hundred million people 
worldwide have joined the 
Facebook revolution.  Members 

range from monarchs to Presidents, 
Prime ministers to homemakers and 
teenagers to great grand parents. 
 
There are many opinions about Facebook, and social 

networking in general; nevertheless, Facebook is a 
powerful communication tool for promoting 

campaigns. 

 
Derby can boast its fair share of Facebook followers 

as over 100,000 Derby citizens have signed up to 

groups and pages covering anything from Theatre 
and the Arts to cake baking and eating out. 

 
The Save Derby Hippodrome group sprang up in 

protest against the events which took place on Friday 

March 28th 2008 when Derbyôs oldest surviving 

theatre was partially demolished by a London based 
developer. 

 

This Facebook group is now run by the Derby 
Hippodrome Restoration Trust.  Since its formation, 

the group membership has grown to more than 600 

whilst the paid-up membership of the Restoration 

Trust currently stands at just under fifty members. 
 

We will continue to use Facebook as an active means 

of keeping people up to date with developments: in 
addition, we would like to extend an invitation to all 

of our Facebook supporters to join the Restoration 

Trust as members and to spread the news of our 
exciting cause to others. Full contact details can be 

found on our website www.derbyhippodrome. co.uk. 

 

 

A 

O 

The Hippodrome viewed from the Big Wheel, which is 

currently located at Derby Market Place. As we can see, 

the building looks remarkably solid from here. 

Photograph courtesy of Chris Harris 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/12435276889/
http://www.derbyhippodrome.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/12435276889/
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This seems to be a group of companies with either 

no trading or nothing in the bank!  We are keeping 
a close watch on developments here and have also 

alerted the Theatres Trust to the situation. 

 

APPLICATION FORM TO JOIN OR SUPPORT THE DHRT  

 

Although this newsletter is primarily for people who are already members of the Derby Hippodrome 

Restoration Trust, we have included this form as you may know others who would like to join or you may 

wish to make a further donation.  However, we are also sending the newsletter to a wide range of other people 

whom we know are interested in theatre and will, hopefully, wish to help.  Furthermore, on the reverse is a 

Gift Aid Form: if you have not already signed one, we would be very grateful if you would do so now 

(provided you pay enough income tax). If you can not remember whether you have completed such a form, a 

duplicate will not be a problem to us! 

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLI CATION FORM  

Title: Mr. Mrs, Miss, Doctor etc. ............................... 

Name éééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.....   Age (if under 21)éééé 

Address ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.... 

ééééééééééééééééééé..éééééééééééééééééPost Codeéééééé...  

Telephone éééééééééééééééé. 

Email ééééééééééééééééééé. 

*I apply for membership of the Derby Hippodrome Restoration Trust and agree to support the objects of the 

Trust.  

*I wish to become a Supporter of the Derby Hippodrome Restoration Trust.  

*I enclose a cheque for Ãéé  (Full Membership £10: Supporter £5) 

*I do not wish to join but enclose a cheque for Ãéé..as a donation. 

(*This donation may be used now/should be held until DHRT has acquired the building).  

*I am interested in helping in a practical way 

If you can please sign the Gift Aid Declaration overleaf (*Please delete as appropriate) 

Please send your form and cheque to:  

The Treasurer, Derby Hippodrome Restoration Trust, PO Box 7824, Derby, DE1 0TQ. 

 
The DHRT is a Company limited by Guarantee, No 7134945. Registered charity, No. 1137707 
 

"  

HIPPODROME FOR SALE? 
In the last few days, a ñfor saleò sign has appeared 

outside the theatre with Savills name on it.  Savills is a 

very large estate agent and we know that they have 
worked for the owner, Christopher Anthony, and the 

local developer, Andrew Rutherford.  

Interestingly the car park in Compton Street, which is 

owned by Rutherford, is part of the sale.  We have 
Savill's details which asks for offers but has some 

curious comments such as access from Macklin Street 

to the car park and the idea that the building "is deemed 
to be suitable for a range of alternative uses, subject to 

obtaining the necessary planning consents".  We are 

not sure who has "deemed" this but in view of the 
unanimous decision by the City Council Planning 

Meeting to reject the Car park proposal, it seems 

unlikely that any other major change would be 

accepted.  Another odd thing about the notice is that it 

also indicates that Davidson Aquila is also involved. One of the For Sale signs, this one is on the Green 

Lane frontage. 

Photograph: DHRT 
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The Proscenium Arch as it appeared in 2007 

 

GIFT AID DECLARATION FORM  

Details of donor 

Title ééForename(s) éééééééééééééééééééééé. 

Surname éééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Address éééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.ééé.. 

ééééééééééééééééééé Post Code éééééééé. 

 

I want the Derby Hippodrome Restoration Trust to treat all donations, including annual subscriptions, I 

have made since 1
st
 February 2011 and all donations and future subscriptions that I make from the date of 

this declaration until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations.  

Signed ééééééééééééééééééééDated éééééééééé. 

NOTE: you must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the tax that the 

Trust reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year (currently 25p for each £1 you give). 

Notes:  

1. You can cancel this Declaration at any time by notifying the Derby Hippodrome Restoration Trust. 

2. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and capital gains 

equal to the tax that the Trust reclaims, you can cancel your declaration.  

3. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax return.  

4. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask the Trust or refer to help 

sheet IR65 from HMRC (This is available on their web site www.hmrc.gov.uk). 

5. Please notify the Trust if you change your name or address.  

Please send the form to:  

The Treasurer, Derby Hippodrome Restoration Trust, PO Box 7824, Derby, DE1 0TQ. 
 

The DHRT is a Company limited by Guarantee, No 7134945. Registered charity, No. 1137707 

"  

The Proscenium Arch, as it looked just one 

year later, after the building was sold to a 

London based property developer. 


